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In Honor of Black History Month 

La MaMa E.T.C. Presents 
 

NO STRANGERS HERE TODAY  

Feb 29, March 1, March 2, 2008 
Friday & Saturday at 10:00pm  

Sunday at 5:30pm  
The Club  

"No Strangers Here Today"  was a coded message in the diary of Elizabeth Edwards, a Quaker 
farmwoman whose family was a link in the clandestine, bi-racial resistance movement, known as the 
Underground Railroad.  Elizabeth’s great-great grandaughter, Susan Banyas, teams with jazz 
composer David Ornette Cherry, to deliver a powerful movement based monologue with live music 
that links American history, memory, and the activist’s spirit.  
 
Elizabeth EdwardsÕ diary entries are the heartbeat of this epic American story, evoking imaginative 
detail of place and time, her motherly concern for her son, a soldier in the Union Army, and the quietly 
coded references to her political and spiritual activism.  The elegant music and movement-spoken 
word compositions affirm the legacy of the Underground Railroad, a commitment to uphold human 
rights and oppose economic, political, and personal tyranny by the ruling elite. The work is created in 
solidarity with the Ancestors who lived through those times and inspire a vision of connection and call 
to action. 
 
Susan Banyas is a dancer, director, and storyteller whose aesthetic and artistic roots as an 
improviser, dancer, and experimental performance artist led to collaborations through 
SO&SO&SO&SO Inc.  This New York premier is directed by choreographer, Gregg Bielemeier and 
theatre artist, Gwynne Warner. Ms. Banyas is also writing book of non-fiction, The Hillsboro Story.  
Excerpts from this work will be staged, with music by Mr. Cherry, for the Oral History in the Mid-
Atlantic Region Conference at Columbia University on March 14, 2008.  http://www.ohmar.org 

David Ornette Cherry, winner of the "2003 ASCAP-Chamber Music America Award for Adventurous 
Programming of Contemporary Music", is a composer, arranger, and band leader. David has 
performed with his dad, Don Cherry, Ed Blackwell, Charlie Haden, Billy Higgins, Nana Vasconcelos, 
Collin Walcott, Phil Ranelin, Ralph "Buzzy" Jones, Justo Almario, among others.  His recent multi-
media jazz recordings, Organic Roots and Ensemble for Improvisors are available on-line.    

http://strangers.scatter.com     http://susanbanyas.com    http://davidornettecherry.com 

Box Office (212) 475-7710   www.lamama.org 
TICKETS :$ 15    Student & Senior tickets are $10 with valid ID 
10% discount for Groups of 10 or more. Please call 212-254-6468 for group sales. 
La MaMa E.T.C is located at 74A East 4th St. between 2nd Avenue and The Bowery 
(F/V to 2nd Avenue, 6 to Astor Place, N/R to 8th St.) 

 


